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been used in making the obstruction complete.
Laboring under fire, the gun-boats succeeded in a
task which took them hours, and which would have
been suicidal had the forts possessed a modern search-
light. It was concluded in dramatic fashion. After
Caldwell, in the course of his and Crosby's ma-
noeuvring, had got above the obstruction, with a full
head of steam and the current to assist him, he
rammed a stretch of chain, which snapped and left
a space broad enough for any vessel of the fleet to
pass through.utenant Caldwell, commanding one of the ninety-
